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ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
 

MISSION 
The Foresight Design Initiative seeks to sustain and improve the quality of life in the urban 
environment through intelligent design and without sacrificing the needs of future generations. 
Embracing strategies that engage design practitioners, government agencies, the business and 
non-profit communities, and the general public, Foresight collaborates to build community 
support and implement initiatives that engender a more positive human evolution. 
 
 

PROGRAMS—ONGOING 
 
BelieveChicago.org 
A local online sustainability portal, the website hosts Foresight’s Chicago Sustainability 
Action Guide, the Greening Chicago Weekly Events Calendar, and the Sustainable City 
series of articles. In addition, Foresight produces the weekly Believe Chicago 
sustainability e-newsletter that is sent to more than 1,300 subscribers. Subsequent 
phases of the site could include the addition of a local experts list, press release posting 
and distribution services, job/volunteer/internship board, and an organizational news 
archive, as well as links to participating organizations. 

Phase 1 Launched: Apr. 2005 
www.believechicago.org 

 
Chicago Green Drinks 
A monthly networking and educational event for people with an interest in 
sustainability issues, the gathering regularly attracts a diverse audience of 75-140 
people. Moderated panel discussions on pertinent topics provide information and spur 
further conversation. 

Launched: Feb. 2003 
www.chicagogreendrinks.org 

 
Chicago Green Drinks – Business Edition 
A monthly event modeled after Chicago Green Drinks and meetings of Entrepreneurs for 
Sustainability in Cleveland, this series provides an opportunity for business-to-business 
networking and introduction by local experts to issues related to sustainable business. 
Green Drinks Business Edition will soon become part of the newly-formed Chicago 
Sustainable Business Alliance (see Programs—In Development below). 

Launched: Feb. 2005 
www.chicagosmartbusiness.com 

 
Chicago Green Drinks – Movie Night 
A bimonthly, less structured gathering held in addition to regular Green Drinks, 
Movie Night takes advantage of the abundance of engaging sustainability-themed 
documentaries. Attendees are invited to eat, drink, meet others, and enjoy a 
provocative and entertaining documentary. 

Launched: Feb. 2006 
www.chicagogreendrinks.org 
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Explorago 
Foresight’s annual neo-scavenger hunt sends teams to locations around Chicago 
seeking local sustainability-related sites and information. In the process, they raise 
awareness about local sustainability efforts and funds for the organization. The 
winners are announced at the Sustainable Convergence gathering (see below). 

Launched: Sept. 2005 
www.explorago.com 

 
Sustainable Convergence 
An annual party bringing together diverse people who share an interest in sustainability 
issues. Past Convergences have included live music, free magazines, dancing, door 
prizes, food, and drink and a sustainable enterprise fair. Connections are made, 
community built, and change fostered by the several hundred attendees. 

Launched: Sept. 2005 
www.sustainableconvergence.org 

 
Urban Sustainable Design Studio 
Inspired by the renowned Rural Studio program at Auburn University, this initiative 
fosters a new type of leader, one who integrates the systems thinking, design skills, and 
entrepreneurial abilities necessary to initiate and direct visionary sustainability 
initiatives. Open to participants college-age or older serious about gaining experience in 
how to research, devise and implement more sustainable solutions, this experiential 
learning opportunity includes students from a variety of backgrounds. Two sessions 
are held each year; a month-long program in January, and an eight-week summer 
version. In the fall of 2007, the program will add longer fall and spring terms. 

Phase 1 Launched: Jan. 2003 
Phase 2 Launched: June 2006 

Phase 3 Launch: Fall 2007 
www.foresightstudio.org 

 
Foresight Consulting and Design Studio 
Dedicated to creating more socially, environmentally, and economically sustainable 
products, services, and systems, this multi-disciplinary studio undertakes a range of 
challenges. These include work for businesses, government agencies, projects for 
members of society most in need of good design and least able to afford it, and 
internally-generated initiatives. The scope of work includes graphic, product and 
universal design; policy research and market assessments; and unique interdisciplinary 
assignments.  

Launched: Jan. 2006 
www.foresightstudio.net 

 
Educational Initiatives 
Foresight hosts speakers and workshops on a variety of issues, and organizes tours of 
local sites relating to sustainability, including green buildings, recycling factories, etc, 
intending to raise awareness and encourage more sustainable behaviors. 

Launched: 2003 
www.foresightdesign.org 
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PROGRAMS—IN DEVELOPMENT 
 
Chicago Sustainable Business Alliance 
The Chicago Sustainable Business Alliance is a network of enterprises dedicated to 
realizing the benefits of incorporating sustainability principles into their products, 
services, and practices. It provides necessary resources, connections, and support for 
these companies to thrive, thereby creating a healthier physical environment, a more 
robust and stable economy, and a fair and equitable city. 

Launch: Sep. 2006 
www.sustainablechicago.biz 

 
Foresight House 
As a center for sustainable urban living and community development, Foresight House 
fulfills three purposes -- to publicly demonstrate a range of affordable, high-efficiency, 
eco-friendly building features and products; to provide low-cost housing and an 
educational focus for participants of Foresight’s Urban Sustainable Design Studio; and to 
partner with community organizations and individuals to generate innovative models 
for sustainable community development. Project partners include the City of Chicago 
Departments of Housing and Environment and the Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance. 

Launch: In active development 
www.foresighthouse.org 

 
Sustainable Designers Exchange 
A program to foster the international exchange and implementation of sustainability—
related ideas and strategies. Small teams of designers and other interested parties will 
participate by hosting one another for meaningful periods of time. 

Launch: Pending Funding 
 
Sustainability Tours 
While Foresight is locally focused, gaining global perspective is essential to establishing 
an understanding of issues and best practices in sustainability. This service would 
facilitate small group trips to foreign locations (e.g. Northern Europe, India, 
Japan/Asia) with the goal of networking, engaging new ideas and broadening 
perspectives. 

Launch: Pending Funding 
 
Community Sustainable Office Center 
The Center will provide office space to non-profits, businesses, and designers working 
in sustainability related fields. It could also include green furnishings showrooms, 
seminar facilities, retail space, and a gallery/theater. 

Launch: Long-term 
 
 
 
What do we mean by ÒsustainabilityÓ? 
Simply put, sustainability occurs when a society can meet the needs of people today without compromising its 
ability to meet the needs of tomorrow. Current initiatives tend to focus on the intersection of social, economic and 
environmental concerns (a.k.a. “the triple bottom line”), asserting a definition of value more inclusive than solely 
monetary measure. In a sustainable society, these issues are adequately addressed, and in a way that does not 
ignore their interconnected, systemic, and often global nature. Foresight maintains that this process demands a 
highly collaborative, holistic design approach, the methodology for which is in the process of emerging. 

(7/06) 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
• Laurie Belzer, PhD 

Staff Psychologist, University of Illinois at Chicago 
• Barry Bursak 

Eco Entrepreneur 
• Kari Campbell 

Sales Manager, GreenMaker Supply Company 
• Duane Carter, AIA 

Architect, Booth Hanson 
• Deborah Dunn 

Partner, Kirkland & Ellis 
• Ilsa Flanagan 

Director, Sustainable Development, LaSalle Bank/ABN AMRO 
• Hoyt Hudson 

CEO, Mainstay Energy 
• Marilyn K. Jones 

President & Owner, Consolidated Printing Company 
• Burt Klein 

COO, Portion Pac 
 
PARTNERS 
Foresight’s range of partner organizations reflects Foresight’s emphasis on collaborative 
and inclusive work involving designers, business and non-profit communities, 
government agencies and the general public. Partners on various projects include:

• Chicago Manufacturing Center 
• Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce/Entrepreneurial Center 
• City of Chicago, Department of the Environment 
• City of Chicago, Department of Housing 
• Congress for New Urbanism (Chicago Chapter) 
• Consulate General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
• Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance 
• Museum of Contemporary Art 
• Net Impact—Chicago Professional Chapter 
• Stuart Graduate School of Business, IIT 
• Social Impact Club, Kellogg School of Management, NWU 

 
CLIENTS 
Foresight has worked on sustainability-related design, innovation, and consulting 
projects for nonprofits, businesses and government agencies. Clients have included: 

• Access Living 
• City of Chicago Department of Environment 
• Consolidated Printing 
• The Enterprising Kitchen 
• Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Chicago 
• Museum of Science and Industry 
• Smart Museum of Art 
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SPONSORS 
Foresight is funded through a combination of donations received from individuals and 
companies, grants from foundations, membership and event admission, fee-for-service 
contracts, and tuition-based education programs. Contributors include: 

• American Apparel 
• Archeworks 
• Bean Products, Inc. 
• Bonterra Vineyards 
• British Consulate-General 
• Cartridge World 
• CDM 
• CenterStageChicago.com 
• Cheetah Gym 
• Chicago Wilderness Magazine 
• City of Chicago, Dept. of 

Environment 
• Conscious Choice Magazine 
• Consolidated Printing 
• Consulate General of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands  
• Co-Op America 
• Richard H. Driehaus Foundation 
• E Magazine 
• Earth Island Journal 
• EcoStructure Magazine 
• Eli's Cheesecake 
• The Enterprising Kitchen 
• Floor Coverings International 
• Frontera Grill 
• Great Lakes Brewing Company 
• Greener Cleaner 
• Green Grass Real Estate 

• Greenmaker Supply 
• I-Go Car Sharing 
• Inn Serendipity 
• Izze Beverage Company 
• Jefferson Tap & Grille 
• Kirkland & Ellis 
• LaSalle Bank 
• Mainstay Energy 
• Monroe, WI, Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Metropolis Magazine 
• Merchandise Mart Properties, 

Inc. 
• Midwest Energy Efficiency 

Alliance 
• Millennium Park Bike Station 
• Mother Earth News 
• Mother Jones Magazine 
• Museum of Contemporary Art 
• Normal Stuff, LLC 
• Patagonia 
• Plenty Magazine 
• SCB Design 
• Utne Reader 
• Valcucine Chicago 
• Whole Foods Market 
• Yoga Circle 

 
 


